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Every season is
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Discover a mountain of fun this fall.
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Courtesy Thomasson Farm

Is this the autumn
you finally fill your
lungs with a deep
breath of crisp
mountain air?
Whether it’s your
first visit or your
50th, you’ll be among
people from all
around the world who
come to explore the
Mount Rainier area,
including a temperate
rainforest, scenic
steam train rides,
horseback riding,
ziplining, hiking and
so much more. The
kids are back in
school and it’s time
for the grownups to
come out and play.
The mountain is
waiting for you.

Sunrise at Mount Rainier National Park

You’ll find the incredible fall colors on the Sunrise side of Mount Rainier.
The Fall is also the perfect time to catch the sunrise at Sunrise – as the sun comes up a little later.
Autumn may be the most beautiful season atop the mountain. Bring your camera to capture the awesome
scenery provided by the red huckleberry and larch, cottonwoods, willows, elderberry, aspen, tamarack,
and evergreen trees. Some say the fall colors start a few weeks earlier on the Sunrise side of Mount Rainier.
For an easy hike head to the Tipsoo Lake area. The Fall colors on the Naches Peak Loop are a “must-see!”
Fremont Lookout is a wonderful place to look for mountain
goats – as they
tend to be out and about even more as the crowds go away. And
for those up to a challenging hike trek out to Third Burroughs
Mountain. While the roads are still open, you can cruise the
scenic byways to take in the golden light of the early morning
sunrises or sunsets.
The Sunrise portion of Mount Rainier National Park is the
second most visited location in the park because it’s the highest
point that can be reached by vehicle. On clear days, Sunrise
provides breathtaking views and, nearly 360-degree vistas
of the valley, Mount Rainier, Mount Adams, and the Emmons
glacier. Not only are the colors spectacular as the sun hits
Mt. Rainier, but dawn is the ideal time to spot wildlife like elk,
foxes, bears, marmots and more.
3
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Sunrise at Mount Rainier National Park

continued

The scenery and trail system are best visited in early fall as the road to Sunrise usually closes around
Columbus Day. Sunrise is located 60 miles northeast of the Nisqually Entrance and 14 miles northwest of the
Sunrise/White River turnoff on Highway 410.

Pro Tips:
1. Check the road conditions before you go.
The road to the top of Sunrise closes for
the fall season sometime in late September
to early October depending on weather
conditions, although the road to the White
River Campground can stay open longer.
2. Wear comfortable walking shoes.

Important Dates:
•

September 24 Crystal Mountain
Resort and the Mt. Rainier
Gondola close for the fall season.

•

September 25 Sunrise Visitor
Center closes for the fall season.

•

Fee Free Day at Mount Rainier
National Park on September 30.

Additional Content:
Go hiking and huckleberry picking.
Check out the “Autumn Roadside Show” blog article for scenic drives
4
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Enumclaw

Visit the friendly town
close to the mountain.
The City of Enumclaw is located just 35 minutes from Crystal Mountain.
Enumclaw has a relaxed, friendly vibe with locally owned shops and restaurants.
It’s a great place to visit for dining out, golfing, and some pampering too. This
is the place to refuel between your Mt. Rainier explorations. Unlike the remote
areas of Mount Rainier National Park, here in Enumclaw there’s plenty of wi-fi
and cell phone coverage.
When you stroll the streets of downtown Enumclaw, you’ll find small-town atmosphere and friendly
merchants. Stop and play a duet on the sidewalk piano. Take in live entertainment at Kelly’s Mercantile.
Attend an event at the Enumclaw Expo Center. Get pampered at the day-spa. Grab a pumpkin spiced latte or
some hot apple cider from The Local and browse antique shops and fun boutiques.

Fall Special Events:
•

September 16 First annual Chamber of Commerce Beer Walk

•

September 22 Cooking with Chef Ky / Where the Wild Things Are

•

October 14 Live Local 90822 annual Witches, Wizards & Warlocks Night Out

•

October 20 Enumclaw Boos & Brews

•

October 27 and 28: Enumclaw Brewfest at the Enumclaw Expo Center. Craft brewers, live
entertainment, food, games and more.

•

November 18 Enumclaw Chamber of Commerce Fall Wine Walk
Courtesy Dan DeVries Photography

Courtesy Dan DeVries Photography

Courtesy Dan DeVries Photography
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Enumclaw Dining
Charlie’s Café
A family-owned and operated restaurant in Enumclaw since
1976. Known for their breakfast, they specialize in oldschool American breakfast classics. Voted best breakfast in
town! If you’re really hungry try their “Big Foot Challenge.”

Cole Street Brewery
Enumclaw’s craft
brewery, offering a selection of small-batch, handcrafted beers.
The brewery is a 2 Barrel direct fired brew house with 4-barrel
fermentation tanks. Enjoy their pretzels and peanuts or bring your
own snacks or a picnic lunch and enjoy the outside seating with a
great view of Mt. Rainier.

Griffin and Wells
Griffin & Wells Cafe’ is a
neighborhood gathering
place, in downtown Enumclaw, serving up seasonal, fresh
and local fare with a gourmet touch (and plenty of gluten
free options). Save room for dessert, the coconut cream
pie and buttermilk ice cream gets raves reviews. Enjoy live
music every Wednesday at 6:30 PM by acoustic guitarist
Tim Nordstrom.
Historic Mint
Choose from 28
beers on tap, specialty cocktails, and fantastic food served
in a historic pub. Share gameday with friends or a quiet
evening with your bestie. Appetizers, desserts or the
whole meal deal. Try their delicious bacon jam burger.
Il Sciciliano
Raised cooking
authentic
Italian dishes in Sicily, the Brancato family are proud to
share their love of true Italian traditional food with visitors.
Try a woodfired pizza, antipasto, soups, salads, and
mouthwatering entrees. Make sure to save room for the
gelato, or their cannolo siciliano!
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Enumclaw Dining

continued

Jackson’s Pizza
Jackson’s is different- really different. A truly local place
making gourmet artisan pizzas, pastas, and mouthwatering
specialty sandwiches, served with style, warmth, and a
commitment to great service. In a world dominated by
mediocre restaurant chains, fast food, and gloppy, greasy
pizza pies, Jackson’s is different. Try the Grinders – specialty
grinder sandwiches that are designed to be both filling, and
flavorful. Gluten free menu items available.

Kelly’s Mercantile
An espresso/wine bar and restaurant with live music, special
events and catering. Their specialty is sustainable and unique
wine and beer from the Pacific Northwest and other parts
of the world. The menu is the awesome creation of Chef Ky
Loop and Chef Tyler Garcia, who use the finest ingredients to
amuse and delight guests’ pallets. The menu includes tapas,
lunch, dinner and dessert.

Oshio Sushi
Japanese style with different types of sushi including sashimi, hand
rolls, and nigiri. Choose from the sushi bar, a few tables out front, or a
private dining room, perfect for small groups.
Rainier Bar and Grill
If you’re looking for
good food, charming
atmosphere and some
history of the Mountain this establishment was named after,
you’ve found it. Historic photos adorn the walls, offering a touch
of authenticity and nostalgia, while you gather strength to hit the
slopes at Crystal Mountain. This gastropub has a full bar, with a
wide variety of BBQ, sandwiches and salads..
Room 25 – Martini Bar
Enjoy the ever-changing
list of 25 great martinis. There are eight beers on tap, a premium
wine list, and top shelf liquors. Order appetizers and snacks to share.
You will find a warm and comfortable atmosphere for everyone with
several cozy seating areas or larger space for parties of 20 or more.
As soon as you open the door you’ll feel the inviting charm of this
gathering place.
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Enumclaw Dining

continued

The Kettle
Home of mountain-sized breakfast portions. The Kettle serves breakfast
and burgers. Kids and groups welcome, large or small. Invite your family
and friends for coffee, breakfast or lunch breaks. Breakfast scrambles
are the favorite meal with enough to share or box up and take home!

The Kitchen
Breakfast and Lunch. Traditional
greasy spoon with great food and great service. Good
for groups. Offers delivery and take-out service.

The Lee
Old school comfort food, good company and
plenty of coffee. Meals served up home-style
– breakfast, lunch and dinner. Full bar and
pull tabs.
The Local
The Local is a modern day general store and
coffeehouse serving Stumptown Coffee in
Enumclaw. Owned and operated by Amy
Lundeen and Beckie Kahne.
Sweet Necessities
Chocolate is a food group, right? Happiness
is ice cream, chocolate, and caramels! Find
these and other delectable treats here. Visitors will also find an incredible
selection of loose teas and snacks.
The Pie Goddess
Open seven days a week, serving fresh pies by the slice or whole pies.
Order whole pies ahead for faster service. Ask Suzie about her tradition
of home baked pies: cream pies, berry pies – even made from scratch
Chicken Pot Pies to take back to your vacation rental or cabin
Yella Beak Saloon
The Yella Beak Saloon is a classic
biker bar and a great place to watch your favorite sports on a 10ft big
screen. Bring your friends for a fun dance night, karaoke, pool, or
darts. Head down with your buddies on your Harley and sit outside, or
to just come in for an afternoon of pool and beer and follow it up with a
delicious steak!
For additional dining options click here: visitrainier.com/food-and-drink
8
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Longmire and Paradise
Visit Longmire and Paradise this
fall – two of the most famous spots
in Mount Rainier National Park.
Longmire and Paradise are iconic locations to
experience the grandeur of Mount Rainier. Here
you can witness old-growth temperate rainforests,
waterfalls, and impressive vistas. Whether
you sightsee by car, or choose to get outdoors
and enjoy the many stops along the way, it’s all
pure Rainier. These two areas are an excellent
introduction to the beauty, majesty and mystique
of Mt. Rainier National Park.
Paradise is the most visited part of Mount Rainier
National Park; Longmire is the second and they’re
only a short scenic drive from each other. Longmire
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Longmire and Paradise

continued

offers visitors an inn and restaurant, museum, visitor center, general store, and impressive views of the
mountain. Visitors to the park have enjoyed hospitality here for more than a century. Don’t miss the popular
interpretative path the Trail of Shadows.
After exploring Longmire you’ll want to drive up to Paradise. There’s a reason they call it Paradise.
People travel from all over the world to see the famous viewpoints and meadows. As the story goes,
when James Longmire’s daughter-in-law, Martha, first saw this site, she exclaimed, “Oh, what a paradise!”
The Nisqually entrance leading to the Longmire and Paradise sections of Mount Rainier National Park are
open year-round.
Up at Paradise you’ll find trails, vistas, the Paradise Inn, and the Henry M. Jackson Visitor Center. Closing
date for Paradise Inn to October 2.

Fall highlights:

10
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Huckleberry picking at
Indian Henry’s Hunting
Ground. (Strenuous hike)

•

Read all about the Top 10
Fall Hikes here: visitrainier.
com/top-10-fall-hikes
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Lodging at Longmire, Paradise
and the Surrounding Area

Stay awhile.
We’ve got just the place.
There are two inns located inside Mount Rainier
National Park surrounded by crisp autumn air, and
the coolness of the forests. Visitors can choose to
stay in these historic inns and wake up the next
morning inside the park! No lines, no gate to wait for
– you’re footsteps away from natural beauty.
Or stay at nearby cabins in the woods with a private
outdoor hot tub and a cozy fireplace. Relax with a
soothing soak after an invigorating hike. Or treat
yourself to some pampering at one of the local day spas. The Paradise Inn closes October 31 for the season
but the National Park Inn stays open year-round.
More options: Wake up in a historic inn, with the pristine natural beauty of Mount Rainier National Park right
outside your window. Or step back in time and stay in a roadside motel made out of cabooses! You can even
choose to stay in a beautiful log cabin with bare timbers, stone fireplaces, and a private hot tub under the
stars. Stay in a small resort with cabins surrounded by 300-year-old cedar trees? Yes please. To stay near
the Paradise side of Mount Rainier National Park, visit our website and select properties in Elbe or Ashford.

Pro Tip: If you’re staying overnight inside the park be sure to wake up early and get over to Myrtle
Falls for sunrise.
In the park: visitrainier.com/lodging/?fwp_lodging_regions=national-park-lodging
Outside of the park: visitrainier.com/lodging/?fwp_lodging_regions=ashford-elbe-lodging
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Dining at Paradise and Elbe,
Ashford Area
Copper Creek
Full service restaurant offering a dose of local history with
their lunch and dinner. Read their story on the back of their
menu and save room for their famous blackberry pie.
(Worth the carbs)
DeWitt’s Elbe Junction
Great stop to pick up a cup of
coffee or latte and pull up a chair
on the porch. This is also a good
place to get supplies for a delicious
picnic in the park.
Elbe Bar and Grill
Local pub offering cheap-eats
in a 4-napkin greasy spoon with
burgers and fries.
Mt. Rainier Railroad
Dining Company
Train themed diner
located next to the
train station in Elbe.
Offers breakfast,
lunch and dinner
National Park Inn
Historic inn located in
the Longmire section
of Mount Rainier National Park. This inviting, dining room at
Longmire in the Park is open year-round and offers hearty
meal selections (vegetarian too) in a casual setting.
Paradise Inn
The Paradise Inn
Dining Room inside
Mt. Rainier National Park offers a delicious experience with loads
of atmosphere. The picturesque and historic dining room features
American favorites and signature dishes guaranteed to satisfy even
the heartiest of woodland adventurers. Paradise Inn Dining Room
closes October 2.
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Dining at Paradise and Elbe,
Ashford Area
continued

Whittaker’s Café
A café for grab and go style breakfast snacks, lattes,
espresso and light fare. Serving waffles, ice cream, bagels,
snacks, sweets and wireless Internet in the heart of Ashford
and next door to Rainier Mountaineering Inc. Stop by and
warm-up with a hot cup of coffee, cocoa or a latte or cool
down with some ice cream. Wi-Fi available.
Wildberry
Restaurant
Owned and
operated
by mountain climbing legend Sherpa ____ The Taste of Two
Worlds – traditional American mountain menu with authentic
Sherpa Himalayan cuisine of Nepal. Try their SherpaHimalayan curry, Samosas, lentil soup, Momo (Tibetan style
steamed dumplings) and rice pudding. On the American side
try their steak, burgers, yak burger, sandwiches, trout, and
chicken – and don’t forget the huckleberry pie!

For additional dining options click here: visitrainier.com/food-and-drink/
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Northwest Trek Wildlife Park
Nature is calling!
And it’s never been easier to see
wildlife in their natural habitat.
You don’t have to hike a strenuous
mountain trail to see Pacific
Northwest wildlife.
Autumn is the perfect time to unwind,
explore, and learn while enjoying a guided
tour through 435 acres of stunning
meadows and forests at Northwest Trek
Wildlife Park. Take a guided tram tour
through the free roaming area to see herds of bison, Roosevelt elks, mountain goats, big horn sheep and
more in their natural habitat. After your tram tour take a relaxed stroll on the paths through the forest and
see black bears, wolves, owls and other fascinating creatures. Extend your adventure and add on a ticket
to do the zipline and adventure courses at Zip Wild located inside
the park.
In the month of September, there are Elk Bugling Tours that are
well worth the early morning wake up. This two-hour tour is led by
a naturalist guide. The zip lines close October 1.
September is for seniors (save half off the general admission price
if you’re 65 or older) for more information click here.

Special Events:

14
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•

September 2-4 Feeding Frenzy

•

September 16: Fun 5K or 8K Run/Walk

•

October 20-21: Hoot ‘n’ Howl

Mt. Rainier Railroad
and Logging Museum
Climb aboard living history!
Ride the trails through the forest and foothills south of
Mount Rainier on a century old steam train!
Discover a heritage
railroad offering steam
train rides across
the glacial fed Upper
Nisqually River. Explore
fascinating museum
exhibits and rediscover
America’s love affair with the locomotive. Museum exhibits offer a
chance to explore the most comprehensive collection of steam logging
locomotives in the world! You’ll also discover the stories behind the
pioneers of railroad logging camps in the early to mid-1900’s.
Trains depart from the depot in Elbe, Washington weekends in
September and October. Trains depart for two-hour excursions at
11:00 AM and 2:15 PM. The railroad closes in the fall on October 23
after 3 weekends of PEANUTS™ The Great Pumpkin Patch Express
and reopens on November 17 with a full holiday season of THE POLAR
EXPRESS™ Train Ride.

Special Events:
•

September 9 & 10: Washington Wine Express

•

September 23-24: Hard Cider Steam Train

•

September 30: Rails to Ales Oktoberfest Express

Courtesy Hillary Mercer
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Horseback Riding
Giddy up!
Meander along old logging trails,
through fir, cedar, and alder trees.
Amble through ferns and look for deer,
elk, and other sights of the forest.
There’s something great about unplugging
and getting away from it all. With more
than 20 years of experience the outfitters
at EZ Times provides all the gear and offer
horses able to accommodate riders of
all experience levels. Weight limit of 250
pounds per rider. Trail rides are offered by
the hour, two hours or longer. Ask about the
romantic sunset trail ride.

Pro Tip: After a long trail
ride try booking a massage
or spa treatment at one of the
day-spas located in Ashford.

Courtesy Guest EZ Times
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Wine Tasting and Farms to Visit
Enjoy an unhurried visit to farms and sample the local wines.

Stringtown Farms
The harvest season may be over, but the store is
still stocked with lavender products. And don’t
miss the weekend wine tasting.
Pioneer Farms
and Ohop Village is a living history museum and
farm tour that provides a hands-on glimpse into
the past. Experience country life by hand milking
a cow, collecting eggs, and watching a blacksmith
at work.

17
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Fall Colors
The mountain is alive with color.
Take a scenic drive, or hike the trails to see fall colors at their best.

As summer turns to fall in the Pacific Northwest, it’s the perfect time for a road trip around Mt. Rainier
National Park. Not only can you enjoy the scenic splendor of the area’s colorful seasonal foliage and the sight
of grazing elk - you can also hunt the hills for wild mushrooms, blueberries and huckleberries while there
fewer folks on the trails. Keep an eye out for deer, elk, and the ever-elusive Sasquatch, Washington state’s
legendary humanoid creature and undefeated hide and seek champ.
Leaf Peepers: Vine Maple, high elevation huckleberry
bushes and Larch (Tamarack) are the main sources of
fall color, and they begin turning in late September. Larch
is golden and is visible after much of the other color is
gone. Larch is only found in the Chinook Pass and White
Pass areas among the other evergreen trees. It is worth
searching out, because the Larch is very localized and
unique in Washington state. Spectacular displays are
seen until the snow begins to fall in November. On the
White Pass Scenic Byway, US Hwy 12, fall colors are
climaxed by the Larch on the east side of White Pass in
November. Cottonwoods, willows, elderberry, aspen,
tamarack (western larch), and every deciduous tree and
shrub is in transition and the colors will amaze you.

Top Fall Hikes: visitrainier.com/top10-fall-hikes/
Top Fall Scenic Drives: Whether
you are traveling Chinook Pass,
State Route 410, or White Pass, U.S.
Highway 12, you will be astounded
by the brilliance of fall colors.
visitrainier.com/delight-inautumns-roadside-show/
Fill up your thermos with some hot
apple cider, and pack a picnic.

Best Fall Color Display: In the
park between Sunrise and Chinook
Pass, the Paradise area, Reflection
Lakes, Bench and Snow Lakes, and
Grove of the Patriarchs

Fall Color Information: for Gifford
Pinchot, National Forest call the Fall
Color Hotline: 1 (800) 354-4595
18
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Foraging in the Fall
For a fun early September itinerary
check out our 3-day foraging tour!
You’ll search for salmonberries,
huckleberries, blackberries,
blueberries and mushrooms!
WITHIN THE PARK: Non-commercial
berry picking is allowed within the National
Park. Two quarts per person per day of
huckleberries, blackberries, thimbleberries
and salmonberries may be gathered by hand.
This small quantity has been determined to
not adversely affect park wildlife, the reproductive potential of the plant species, or otherwise adversely
affect park resources. Berry picking tip: huckleberries are best at Indian Henry’s Hunting Grounds
and along the Noble Knob trail.

OUTSIDE THE PARK: The area just outside the southern
boundaries of the park is also well known for huckleberry
picking, which grow in open areas at elevations over 4,000 feet.
Three gallons per person are allowed (non-commercial) without
a permit. Huckleberry Locations.
MUSHROOM PICKING Season: Late summer till the first frost

Mushroom Varieties: chanterelles, matsutake, boletus,
morels, shaggy mane, pig’s ear, hen-of-the-woods, brain
mushrooms
Dozens of good edible mushroom species begin to appear in
late summer. Most species need the first fall rains to come before they appear. Some species wait until the
first frosts. Mushrooms can be poisonous, so mushroom hunters need positively identified species before
picking. The woods and valleys around Lewis County on the southern side of Mt. Rainier National Park boast
varieties such as chanterelles, matsutake (pine mushrooms) and some species of boletus. Others such as
shaggy manes, brain mushrooms (false morels), hen-of-the-woods and pig’s ear are common as well. It is
important for everyone to be aware of property ownership. The Gifford Pinchot and Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie
National Forests, as well as the Department of Natural Resources, may require a permit for limited
collections. Permit info here.
Morel Mushrooms are now being found at lower elevations near
Packwood, Greenwater and Ashford. A permit is required to collect
in National Forests.
Non-commercial mushroom picking is allowed within the National
Park, up to two quarts per person per day. Mushroom collecting
tip: the hike between Narada Falls and Longmire is the best area for
locating edible fungi.
For more information visit: visitrainier.com/mushroom-picking
19
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Trip Tips
•

The fall weather can treat visitors to warm sunny days, mild temperatures and cool nights. Wear layers
and check weather conditions.

•

Sections of Mount Rainier National Park will start to be winterized. Seasonal sections will begin to close
(Sunrise, White River, Ohanapecosh, Box Canyon) in October. Check the Mount Rainier National Park
Twitter account for gate opening updates

•

Check road status. State Routes 123 and 410 remain open and provide great opportunities for visitors
to see the fall colors. While the Stevens Canyon Road is closed to through traffic for construction work,
visitors can still access Backbone Ridge, Box Canyon, and adjacent trailheads via the East Entrance
near State Route 123. On the Paradise side, the road is closed from just west of the intersection with the
Paradise Valley Road to the east end of the tunnel at Box Canyon.

•

The Ohanapecosh Visitor Center, Henry M. Jackson Visitor Center, and Longmire and White River
Wilderness Information Centers remain open through early October. The road to Sunrise will remain
open through that date, then closed to vehicle traffic at the White River Campground gate. Bicyclists and
hikers will be allowed to continue to use the road unless otherwise posted. All facilities except for a vault
toilet at Sunrise will be closed.

•

The Paradise Camp Deli and Gift shop will be open through Columbus Day, October 9 and transition to
winter schedule October 14. The Paradise Inn closes October 2.

•

At Paradise, the Henry M. Jackson Visitor Center, Paradise Camp Deli and Gift Shop will transition to
their winter schedule, opening on weekends and holidays only after October 8. Visitor Center hours will
be 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. The historic Paradise Inn closed for the season on October 1.

•

The National Park Inn and General Store and the Longmire Museum are open daily throughout the
year, providing overnight accommodations, dining, gifts, and visitor information – perfect a weekday or
weekend getaway to enjoy some quiet time.

•

Most businesses in the gateway communities surrounding the park remain open throughout the fall and
winter offering a variety of services and activities for the public to enjoy.

•

Even though current conditions are exceptionally mild, park visitors are reminded that weather
conditions can change rapidly in the mountains during this time of the year. Be prepared for inclement
weather or possible ice and snow on park roads.

•

Conditions on the trail can change. Pack the “Essential 10” when hiking the trails.
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Every season is
Rainier season.

Follow us on Facebook
Twitter, and Instagram
to read visitors stories
and more information
about the exciting things
to see and do in the
area this summer. And
be sure to share your
own stories by tagging
us in your posts using
#VisitRainier.

