Every season is Rainier season.

A mountain of fun is waiting for you. Any time. Any season.

This summer, families will come from
around the world to explore a temperate
rainforest, ride a scenic gondola, and stroll
through trails of wildflowers in the Mount
Rainier area. Families are also drawn to
other attractions in the area like a wildlife
park, scenic steam train rides, horseback
riding, and so much more!
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Mt. Rainier area lodging
Paradise Inn Courtesy Guest Services

The Mount Rainier area
offers several kid-friendly
accommodations. From
wooded cabins to historic
lodges, cozy resorts and
relaxing inns at the park,
you’ve got options. Go to
VisitRainier.com to easily
check rates and availability
at the best family-friendly
places to stay in the region.
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Alta Crystal Resort

Dining Around The Mountain
Summit House

continued from previous page

Alpine Inn

Dining in the park
Two restaurants located inside Mount Rainier National Park at the Paradise Inn and National Park
Inn serve breakfast, lunch, and dinner. Both are casual, family friendly and offer a kid’s menu for 10
and under. There are two restaurants located in the National Park – Paradise Inn and the National
Park Inn Paradise Inn offers a more upscale dining experience, and both restaurants are familyfriendly and offer a kid’s menu. There are also concessions available to pick up grab-and-go snacks.
Paradise Inn has a more upscale feel.
Sunrise / Crystal Mountain Dining
•

Alpine Inn – the only restaurant in this area that offers breakfast, lunch and dinner.

•

Summit House – the Summit House has an upscale feel with a family friendly atmosphere.
They serve up tasty food at Washington’s highest elevation.

•

Sunrise Day Lodge – Plan a visit to Sunrise, located at 6400 feet, the highest point in the
park accessible by car. Explore the sub-alpine meadows with breathtaking views of the
volcanoes in the Cascade Range and Emmons Glacier. The Sunrise Day Lodge features
a snack bar with hearty dining options for the entire family. Enjoy a mouth-watering
cheeseburger hot off the grill, super all beef hot dogs, deli sandwiches, chili, soup, and soft
serve ice cream cones. Dine in or take out and enjoy a picnic surrounded by the awesome
beauty of Sunrise.
View from Summit House

VACATION PLANNER

Dining Around The Mountain
Copper Creek Inn

continued from previous page

Whittaker’s Bunk House

Copper Creek Inn

Scaleburgers

Mt Rainier Railroad
Dining Company

Dining outside of the park in the Nisqually Valley
Located nearby outside of the park are other family friendly options like the:
•

Basecamp Bar and Grill – outdoor seating, affordable prices. There’s a climbing wall but
don’t let the kids climb so high they can’t get down on their own.

•

Copper Creek Inn – mostly indoor seating with a few tables outside legendary blackberry pie.

•

Mt Rainier Railroad Dining Company - Enjoy (a stationary!) full service meal in an authentic
railroad dining car, right next door to the Mt. Rainier Railroad station. Steaks and fried
seafood are staples of the dinner menu along with homemade soups and pie. This is classic
American cuisine. Serving breakfast, lunch and dinner.

•

Pizza Express in Elbe – outdoor covered seating, restroom with changing table.

•

Scaleburgers – classic burger shack with outdoor seating and epic milkshakes. Cash only. No
restrooms.

•

Whittakers Cafe – Serving waffles, ice cream, bagels, snacks, sweets and wireless internet in
the heart of Ashford and next door to Rainier Mountaineering Inc. Stop by and warm-up with
a hot cup of coffee, cocoa or a latte or cool down with some ice cream. Free WiFi is available.

•

Wildberry Restaurant – The Taste of Two Worlds – traditional American
mountain menu with authentic Sherpa Himalayan cuisine of Nepal. Try their
Sherpa-Himalayan curry, Samosas, lentil soup, Momo (Tibetan style steamed
dumplings) and rice pudding. On the American side try their steak, burgers,
yak burger, sandwiches, trout, and chicken. The restaurant has indoor and
outdoor seating.
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Mt. Rainier National Park

Over a million
people a year
visit the park.
People travel
from around the world to visit Mount Rainier
National Park. For many people this “bucket
list” trip is a must see. It’s a big park! There
are four entrances to the 368-square mile
National Park.
Are they all open in June-July-August? If you
travel in June use the Nisqually entrance to
see the Paradise side of the park. The Nisqually
entrance is the only gate that is open yearround. Historically the other entrances
open in July and close sometime in the fall,
weather dependent.
Pro Tips: plan on arriving at the park entrance
early to avoid having to hunt for a parking
spot and deal with longer lines up to Paradise.
Summer is peak season and weekends are
the busiest days. Wear comfortable walking
shoes. Bring a camera. Layer both warm and
cool weather clothing as the temperatures can
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change from cool and wet to sunny and hot all
in a single day. Stop in at the visitor centers.
The visitor centers have hands-on exhibits to
keep little fingers busy, plus you’ll have access
to restrooms. Check out the Junior Ranger
programs for a free activity.

Families don’t miss these helpful
blog articles published at
VisitRainier.com

Blog article 48
hours at Paradise
Family Fun: Crystal
Mountain and Sunrise
Family Fun: A day
at Sunrise

Hiking
courtesy Deby Dixon

Use our free resource guide online to sort
Mount Rainier hiking trails by location,
distance and difficulty level. Be sure to check
out Grove of the Patriarchs, it’s a flat 1.5 mile
trail (round trip) among old-growth forest.
The forest provides some cover so even it’s
a cloudy day with light showers you can still
enjoy this trail. There’s a suspension bridge
across the Ohanapecosh River. This is best
for baby-wearing or letting the littles walk at
their own pace. It would be difficult to cross
the suspension bridge at Ohanapecosh with a
stroller. The parking lot can fill up fast during
the summer. You can get a cute family photo
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by the thousand-year old trees. Box Canyon on
the Stevens Canyon Road in the Mount Rainier
National Park offers another good family hike
for those with older kids ages 7 and up. It’s an
easy walk with a bridge that gives you a good
view of a rushing river in a narrow canyon.
Show kids the power of water, it can cut through
rock!
Pro Tip: bring sunglasses, sunscreen and water.
Stay hydrated.
Check out: Grove of the Patriarchs, Box
Canyon and Tipsoo Lake for gentle short family

Mountain Biking

The mostly flat trail of
Carbon River Road provides
families a great chance to
get those little legs pedaling
AND explore a unique
ecosystem. This is one of the
few areas in Mount Rainier
National Park that allows
mountain bikes. This inland
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temperate rainforest has
gorgeous moss covered
trees draped with moss, this
is a special section of the
park to visit as rain forests
rarely occur this far inland.
The 10.8 miles (round trip) of
the Carbon River Road are
closed to vehicles.

Horseback Riding
courtesy Crystal Mountain Resort/Jeff Caven

EZ Times Outfitters is located in Elbe,
Washington and offers year-round guided trail
rides through the forest and trails. Parents
can choose for a short hand-led ride in town
for younger ones. For older kids, you can opt
to share a horse and head out for a longer
guided trail ride through the forest. Over on
Crystal Mountain horseback riding is offered
seasonally from Memorial Weekend thru
September by Chinook Pass Outfitters and
Crystal Mountain Outfitters.
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Scenic Drives and Byways
courtesy Ian McRae

These drives provide
gorgeous viewpoints but
the windy curvy roads can
wear out the littles so be
sure to give yourself time
for each itinerary. Click the
link below for complete
descriptions of six scenic
drives with stopping
points along the way.

courtesy Deby Dixon

https://visitrainier.com/activities/summer-activities/driving-tours
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Geocaching

There’s treasure in them thar hills. There are 100
hidden caches all around the mountain. Solving
puzzles and looking for clues is a fun way for
families to explore. Other than the fuel to move you
around the mountain this is a low-cost activity that
can move you all around the mountain. This is the
last year to travel the Rainier Geo-Tour.

VACATION PLANNER

Northwest Trek Wildlife Park
Photos this page:
courtesy Northwest
Trek Wildlife Park

Nature’s calling! Families can enjoy hours of fun for all ages at
this wildlife and adventure park that specializes in wildlife native
to the Pacific Northwest. You can scout for moose, Roosevelt
elk, mountain goats, caribou and more from a guided tram tour
through 435 acres of beautiful meadows and forests. Summer
is a great time to see newly born bison and elk calves, bighorn
lambs and other baby animals up close. After the tram tour, take
a relaxing, stroller-friendly walk through the woods to see bears,
wolves, cougars and other animals
in naturalistic exhibits. Toddlers through tweens will love Kids’
Trek, the new nature-inspired playground. They can climb through a
massive old growth “tree trunk,” explore a “beaver lodge,” build stick
forts, play in log cabins, and splash in a bubbling stream. For even
more wild adventure (and an extra fee), your family can soar through
the tree canopy on one of five Zip Wild challenge courses (ages 5 and
up). There are covered picnic areas, a restaurant, restrooms with
changing tables, miles of nature trails and an incredible gift shop
where the kiddos can pick out their favorite souvenir or new plush
friend to snuggle with back in the car.
Pro Tips: Bring some extra clothes for the kids if they get wet playing
in the Kids’ Trek stream. Wear enclosed shoes and pants/shorts if
you want to challenge yourself on a Zip Wild course.
VACAT ION P L A N N E R

Pioneer Village and Ohop Indian Village

courtesy Pioneer Village

This is a relaxing stop for families. It’s hands-on fun. Kids can dress up like pioneers, visit
homesteads from the 1880’s. Churn cream, grind grains, pump water, and more. They can learn
about what life was like before smart phones and flat-screens. Visit a blacksmith, hear stories and
feel like you’ve stepped back in time. There’s a barn with animals to visit and kids can even milk a
cow! You can easily enjoy a 90-minute visit here. There’s also a gift shop stocked with souvenirs and
restrooms on site.
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Mt. Rainier Railroad and Logging Museum
courtesy Allen’s Photographic

If your kids have only seen trains on TV or in
books we can fix that. Get ready to climb aboard
living history. These century old steam trains are
fun for all ages. First class passenger cars are airconditioned, and offer reserved seat assignments and that include a light snack. Standard class cars
feature ceiling fans and windows that open with first come-first served seating. Pro Tip: Leave the
strollers in the car. The narrow aisles on the train make it difficult to take a stroller onboard. It’s a
good spot for baby-wearing. Visit the depot restroom before departure or the museum facilities
before the return trip because there are no changing tables on the train.
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Canoeing / Kayaking

Alder Lake in the small gateway town of Elbe is
a manmade lake with water levels impacted by
the nearby dam. Guided canoe and kayak trips
are offered on a seasonal basis by EZ Outfitters,
when there’s water in the lake. This is only
outfitter in the area that provides equipment.
There are tree hazards just below the surface.
The moderate parking fee on weekends and
holidays from Memorial Day to Labor Day.
Great views of Mount
Rainier, pretty water
(when the dam
cooperates).
If you have your
own kayak or canoe
and are up for a
remote outing check
out Mowich Lake.
The access road
is located in the
VACATION PLANNER

Northwest corner of the park. Mowich Lake
is located in Mount Rainier National Park and
offers direct access to Mount Rainier hikes and
backpacking. It’s a nice spot for paddling on the
water and enjoying a picnic. The road is open
mid-July thru mid-October. The 15-mile gravel
road to the lake is bumpy. Your vehicle should
have decent clearance and be in good condition.
If you’re visiting Mowich on a weekend in the
summer plan on
getting there early
because the parking
lot fills up fast.
Parking fee $25 per
automobile. Bring the
family but leave pets at
home. Service animals
only are allowed in
the National Park
trail areas.

Ashford County Park

This 80-acre park includes a children’s playground, two restroom facilities, stroller friendly 1.2
miles of perimeter and interior walking paths, amphitheater, and parking areas. This day use park
is a great stop on your way to Mount Rainier or to visit for the day. There is no admission fee and
parking is free.
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Ex Nihilo Sculpture Park
What do trains, horses, a giant
spider and a 17- foot tall giraffe
have in common? They’re all
sculptures made out of recycled
iron by a talented artist named
Dan Klennert. There is no
admission charge and parking is
free. Donations are welcome and
the gift shop is open mid-May
thru August.

courtesy Boondogworld.phanfare

courtesy Deby Dixon

Check out this blog article about Ex Nihilo:

https://visitrainier.com/family-visit-to-the-ex-nihilo-metalsculpture-park/

VACATION PLANNER

Crystal Mountain
Mt. Rainier Gondola at Crystal Mountain”

No trip to the Crystal Mountain area is complete
without a ride on the Mount Rainier Scenic
Gondola. On a clear day in ten minutes you
can see views of the Northwest’s most famous
volcanic peaks such at Mt. Rainier, Mt. Adams,
Mt. St. Helens, Mt. Baker and Glacier Peak. Try
your hand at disc golf. Go horseback riding.
Walk one of the trails and breathe deep the
fresh mountain air.
The Mount Rainier Scenic Gondola operates
daily June 23-September 17, 2017. Take a
scenic ride over a meadow of wildflowers
and soar 2,000 vertical feet to the summit of
Crystal Mountain. At
the top, you’ll find an
unparalleled view of
Mt. Rainier and the
Cascade Range, as
well as the Summit
House – the highest
elevation restaurant
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in Washington State! After your gondola ride
families can soak in the views from one of
the sling back chairs situated along the ridge.
You’ll also find access to miles of hiking trails
and the Summit Gift Shop, located under the
gondola station. Interpretive guided walks are
also offered on select days; learn about the local
history, geology, wildlife and more. Picnic tables
can be found along the ridge but please don’t
feed the wildlife (yes that includes chipmunks
and squirrels). Leashed dogs are welcome
on the gondola and the hiking trails during
the summer only. The gondola is wheelchair
accessible and fun for all ages. Each gondola
cabin seats up to 8 people and the ride
is 12 minutes each way.
*Dogs must be socialized and on leash at all
times. Owners must clean up after pets. Dogs
are welcome at Crystal Mountain Resort and
on the Mount Rainier Scenic Gondola during
the summer hiking season only (typically midJune through mid-September).

Enumclaw
courtesy ???????????????????????????

This is a great gateway city to Rainier with great
restaurants, golfing and affordable lodging. In
As a gateway city to Rainier, Enumclaw offers a
variety of restaurants, shops and activities.
Happiness is ice cream, chocolate, and
caramels! There’s a delicious shop in Enumclaw
called Sweet Necessities. Here you’ll find
chocolates, truffles, caramels and fabulous
fudge made from scratch in small batches using
quality ingredients. The store also sells bulk
teas, espresso and ice cream.
Let the kids burn off that sugar on the walking
trails in the Federation Forest State Park.
Explore the mostly flat and partially shaded
trails. You’ll be rewarded with From Enumclaw
travel east on SR 410 about 18 miles, at milepost
41 find well-signed Federation Forest State Park
on the right-hand side of the highway. There is
a restroom and ranger office along the trail.
Driving Directions: From Enumclaw follow
state Route 410 for nearly 17 miles east to park
entrance (Milepost 41). When the park gate is
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closed, parking is available to the west off of SR
410. Parking Pass/Entry Fee: Discover Pass
The Enumclaw Golf Course is an 18-hole
facility that meanders through tall pines in
one of the Northwest’s most beautiful golf
settings below Mt. Rainer. With some of the
most challenging Par 3’s, smaller greens and
a tricky Par 5 on number 7, the uniqueness
of this course offers something for everyone.
Early birds may see some of the local wildlife
including deer, elk, coyote, otters, herons and
bald eagles as well as salmon coming up Boise
Creek during spawning season. A restaurant is
on site with a kid’s menu. Located just off State
Highway 410 at 45220 288th Avenue Southeast,
with easy parking and access.

courtesy Alta Crystal Resort

Trip Tips
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Here are some tips to help you get the most out of your trip:
•

Print out your map or bring a GPS. Don’t rely on your
phone to have signal.

•

Pack sunglasses and sunscreen

•

Wear layers and comfortable walking shoes

•

Accidents happen so pack a first-aid kit for the car and
one for the backpack

•

Pack a snack and water. It’s important to stay hydrated.

•

Pack bug spray

•

Check the Washington Trails Association for trip reports
before hitting the trails to get the latest trail conditions.
wta.org

•

When camping, hiking or biking the trails remember to
pack the 10 Essentials.

Every season is
Rainier season.

Follow us on Facebook
and Instagram to read
visitors’ stories from
their spring trips, and be sure to share your own stories
by tagging us in your posts using #VisitRainier.

