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WELCOME

We look forward to working with you and to welcoming you to The Mountain, Mt. Rainier! 

We’re here to facilitate qualified media with fact checking, images and arrangements.

In the following pages, you’ll find basic press materials as well as press releases 

highlighting key attractions and events within and around Mt. Rainier National Park. 

We’re currently developing a photo library and, in the meantime, we’re happy to provide 

images in the format you require on an as needed basis.

If you are not currently on our Media Distribution List and would like us to add you, 

please email your name, title, media outlet (or media outlets), and your e-mail address 

via the contact below.

If you are on assignment, planning a visit to the Mt. Rainier region and in need  

of accommodations, please contact us with as much advance notice as possible.

For assistance with fact checking, media stays, photography and other support,  

please contact:

J U L I E  J O H N S O N
Public Relations for Visit Rainier

Phone: 253-347-1414

Email: JULIEJOHNSON@VISITRAINIER.COM

mailto:juliejohnson%40visitrainier.com?subject=
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O UR MISSION

Visit Rainier is a non-profit, non-membership organization. It is funded 

by lodging taxes from Pierce County, and the city of Enumclaw.  

The Mission is to establish the Rainier region as the preferred mountain 

destination for selected market segments in Pacific Northwest urban centers, 

the western United States and some national and international markets. 

Enhance tourism revenue in the Rainier region by increasing multi-night stays 

in the region throughout the year.

M A R Y  K A Y  N E L S O N
Director, Visit Rainier
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J O Y  T E V I S
Group Sales Coordinator

Northwest Trek Wildlife Park 

 

“ O u r  p a r t n e rs h i p  w i t h

i s  i nva l u a b l e .”
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ABOUT US

With the Northwest’s singular natural icon as its centerpiece, the  

Mt. Rainier region is comprised of some 2,800 square miles including one 

national park as well as portions of seven wilderness areas, three national 

forest areas, and picturesque mountain communities.

Visit Rainier is the official tourism resource for the Mt. Rainier region. 

The website www.visitrainier.com provides a comprehensive set  

of activity ideas, accommodations and travel planning tools.

MEDIA
CIRCULATION
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DEMOGRAPHICS

Married or with partner

Children over 10 years old, or no children

Discretionary income

College graduate

Internet-savvy

Environmentally conscious

Outdoor enthusiast

42% stay overnight in the park or within 30 miles of the park

Average group size is 3

Average length of overnight stay is 2.5 nights

61% are from Washington State

5% are international visitors with the exception of 36% from Canada

Source: National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior Natural Resource Stewardship and Science -  

Mount Rainier National Park Visitor Study, Summer 2012 Natural Resource Report NPS/NRSS/EQD/NRR—2013/376

46
MEDIAN AGE

$75,000–$100,000
AVERAGE INCOME

GENDER
WEBSITE USER51%

WOMEN

49%
MEN
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E DITO RIAL CALENDER

January
AD DEADLINE 1  DEC

MLK Day 18th / Fee-Free Day • 

Snowplay Area • Snowshoeing •  

Family Winter Fun

February
AD DEADLINE 1  JAN

Enumclaw Wine & Chocolate • Valentine’s Day •  

Summer Vacation Plans • Gondola Rides •  

Cross Country Skiing • Spas • Weddings • President’s Day

March
AD DEADLINE 1  FEB

Mt. Rainier Railroad Bunny Express • 

Northwest Trek • March 2nd Mt. Rainier NP Birthday • Easter • 

Spring Skiing • Mt. Tahoma Trails

April
AD DEADLINE 1  MAR

Backcountry Camping Signup • Road Openings •  

25%-off Specials • Carbon River Biking • Spring Hikes • Top 10 

Spring • NPS Week/Fee-Free 16th-24th

May
AD DEADLINE 1  APR

Road Openings • Remove Tire Chains! • 

Mt. Rainier Railroad Mother’s Day Ride • Memorial Day • Campgrounds 

Open • Geocache - May 27th Release • 

Rainier Film Festival • Mother’s Day • Paradise Inn Opens • 

Mt. Rainier Railroad  Season Starts

June
AD DEADLINE 1  MAY

Waterfalls • Wildflower Watch • Northwest Trek •  

Recycled Spirits of Iron Park • Father’s Day •  

Mt. Rainier Railroad Father’s Day Ride •

Paradise Inn Brunch • Hiking with Dogs • 

Sunrise Opens • Carbon River

July
AD DEADLINE 1  JUN

Summit Dinners/Gondola • Horseback Riding at Crystal • Hiking 

• King County Fair • Paradise •  

Top 10 Summer • Mountain Biking • Drive Tours • Wildflowers • 

Summer Family Fun

August
AD DEADLINE 1  JUL

Perseids • NPS Summer Programs •  

NPS 100th B-Day / Fee Free 25th-28th •  

Zipline Northwest Trek • Trail Running • 

Sunrise • Chinook Byway • Photo Hotspots

September
AD DEADLINE 1  AUG

Top 10 Fall • Mt. Rainier Railroad Pumpkin Express • Ohanpecosh • 

Girlfriend Getaways • 

Geocache - Sept 16th Release • Fall Color / Road Trips • Foraging • 

National Public Lands Day / Fee-Free 24th

October
AD DEADLINE 1  SEPT
Northwest Trek Hoot-n-Howl • 

Top 10 Fall Hikes •  

Mt. Rainier Railroad Pumpkin Express • 

Top 10 Fall • Longmire - Year-Round

November
AD DEADLINE 1  OCT

Wine Festival • Ski Season Opens • Chains/Roads •  

Roads Close • Veterans Day 11th / Fee-Free Day • Thanksgiving

December
AD DEADLINE 1  NOV

Mt. Rainier Railroad  Santa Express • 

Snowplay Opens • Top 10 Winter • Christmas • Skiing
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IMAGE LIBRARY
We have made a select number of hi-resolution photographs available through our website.  

These photos are to be used solely for editorial use promoting the Mt. Rainier area.

For assistance in obtaining photography, contact Julie Johnson, Public Relations, at (253) 347-1414  

or email JULIEJOHNSON@VISITRAINIER.COM.

B-ROLL FOOTAGE
Need captivating imagery to go with your feature on Mount Rainier? We are happy to provide b-roll footage to working 

members of the media to promote Mount Rainier as a travel destination. Footage is available to credentialed media 

members in digital format free of charge.

For assistance in obtaining footage, contact Julie Johnson, Public Relations, at (253) 347-1414  

or email JULIEJOHNSON@VISITRAINIER.COM.

USAGE POLICY
All Visit Rainier website material and content is protected. Reuse or redistribution of website material for both commercial 

and non-commercial purposes requires permission from Visit Rainier. We welcome and encourage reuse, broadcast or 

distribution of materials, whether whole or in part. Written or oral permission is required and credit given in this format: 

Content provided in whole or in part by Visit Rainier.

Photos other than those provided here must be pre-approved by Visit Rainier for use.

 

IMAGES + VIDEO

mailto:juliejohnson%40visitrainier.com?subject=
mailto:juliejohnson%40visitrainier.com?subject=
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PLEASE SUBMIT COMPLETED FORM WITH ASSIGNMENT LETTER (IF APPLICABLE) TO:  

JULIE JOHNSON | JULIEJOHNSON@VISITRAINIER.COM

1. PERSONAL DETAILS

 ___________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________
LAST NAME  FIRST NAME

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

 

 ___________________________________________________   _________   ____________________   __________________
CITY  STATE  ZIP  COUNTRY

 ___________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________
TELEPHONE  FAX

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
EMAIL

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SPECIAL DIETARY RESTRICTIONS
 

GENDER: Female (   )        Male (   )

  

2. MEDIA/COMPANY DETAILS

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMPANY NAME

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

 

 ___________________________________________________   _________   ____________________   _________________
CITY  STATE  ZIP  COUNTRY

 ___________________________________________________   ______________________________________________________
TELEPHONE  FAX

 

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
EMAIL

 ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
WEBSITE

ME DIA ASSESSMENT FORM

mailto:juliejohnson%40visitrainier.com?subject=
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ASSIGNMENT INFORMATION:

TITLE: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PUBLICATION OR PROGRAM FREQUENCY:      Daily (   )        Weekly (   )        Biweekly (   )        Monthly (   )        Bimonthly (   )        

CIRCULATION/# VIEWERS: _________________________________________________________________________________________________

TARGET AUDIENCE:      Travel Trade (   )        Consumer (   )         Others, Specify (   )  __________________________________________
     
If consumer, please describe the focus of the publication: ___________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUDIENCE DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION (INCLUDE GOOGLE ANALYTICS, IF APPLICABLE): 

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOCUS OF STORY  (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY):

Cities (   ) Tour (   ) Pleasure (   ) Lodging (   ) Spas (   ) Girlfriends Getaway (   ) Wildflowers (   )        

Adventure (   ) Outdoors (   ) Food/Wine (   ) Skiing (   ) Mtn. Biking (   ) Hiking (   )        

OUTLINE SPECIFIC AREAS OF STORY FOCUS: ______________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. PROFESSIONAL DETAILS

Author (   )        Photographer (   )        Freelancer (   )        Blogger (   )        

If freelance, which publications do you write for on a regular basis?  If writing for an on-line publication, please provide links to latest articles.

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 

PRIOR STAYS IN AREA

DATE(S): __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PLACES VISITED: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ARTICLES PUBLISHED: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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DETAILS CONCERNING THIS VISIT  

SPECIFIC PURPOSE OF VISIT; THEME OF ARTICLE:  ________________________________________________________________________

ESTIMATED LENGTH/ON-AIR TIME OF THE PROPOSED COVERAGE: _________________________________________________________

ESTIMATED DATE OF PUBLICATION/BROADCAST:  _________________________________________________________________________

DO YOU HAVE A BUDGET?         Yes  (   )        No  (   )

DO YOU REQUIRE TRAVEL PLANNING ASSISTANCE?          Yes  (   )        No  (   )

* PROPOSED DATES OF TRAVEL: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

PROPOSED DATES AND TIMES OF FLIGHTS: ________________________________________________________________________________

COMPLIMENTARY TICKET ACQUIRED BY JOURNALIST:         Yes  (   )        No  (   )

IF NOT COMPLIMENTARY, ARE YOU REQUESTING ASSISTANCE FROM US?         Yes  (   )        No  (   )

* Please let Visit Rainier know as soon as you have proposed dates in mind and we will try to accommodate your first choice. Also let us 
know where you will be immediately before and after your arrival to the area.

HOTEL 

NUMBER OF OVERNIGHT STAYS: ________  Single Room   (   )     Special Needs   (   ) _________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TYPE OF ACCOMMODATION: _______________________________________________________________________________________________

4. COMMENTS - FURTHER INFORMATION
 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

DATE ISSUED: ________________________  CONTACT: _______________________________________________________________________
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OVERVIEW
With the Northwest’s singular natural icon as its centerpiece, the Mt. Rainier region is comprised of some 2,800 square miles 

including one national park as well as portions of seven wilderness areas, three national forest areas, and picturesque 

mountain communities.

DESTINATION ORGANIZATION
VISIT RAINIER EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Mary Kay Nelson

E-MAIL: MaryKay@VisitRainier.com

WEBSITE: VISITRAINIER.COM

LOCATION
Mt. Rainier is 68 miles south/southeast of Seattle, Washington, and 95 miles north/northeast of Portland, Oregon.

GEOGRAPHY
An active volcano that last erupted in 1854, Mt. Rainier dominates the Seattle/Tacoma landscape, rising some three miles 

from the lowlands and towering a mile and a half above the surrounding mountains. It is 14,411 feet tall — the tallest 

singular peak in the lower 48 states. It has the largest glacial system in the lower 48 states with 25 named glaciers. Carbon 

Glacier is the largest glacier by volume in the continental U.S., while Emmons Glacier covers the largest area of any glacier 

in the continental U.S. Mt. Rainier is part of the Cascades Range and forms a trine with Mount St. Helens and Mt. Adams. The 

region includes three important mountain passes: White Pass (4,500 feet above sea level), Cayuse Pass (elevation: 4,675 feet) 

and Chinook Pass (elevation: 5,430 feet). White Pass is the only one to remain open year round.

ACCOMMODATIONS
Lodging options in the Visit Rainier region are plentiful. They include historic inns within Mount Rainier National Park, 

historic lodges in Mineral and Ashford, hotels resorts, hotels, spas, mountain vacation retreats and vacation home rentals, 

bed and breakfasts, cabins, a tree house, and more in Ashford, Greenwater, Crystal Mountain, Enumclaw and other 

surrounding communities.

SHOPPING AND DINING
Restaurants, cafes, espresso stands, outfitters, gift shops, grocery stores, u-pick farms and more can be found in the 

communities surrounding the mountain. Within the park, there is a restaurant at the National Park Inn, Longmire and inside 

Paradise Inn. Snacks and gift shops are located at Longmire, Sunrise and Paradise.

ACCESS TO MOUNT RAINIER
HIGHWAY 706 – Travels  from Ashford to the park’s Nisqually entrance in the southwest corner of the park.  Highway 706 can 

be accessed by Highway 7 to the west or, in the summer, via Skate Creek Road to the south. Access Longmire and Paradise 

from this entrance.  The road inside the park from Longmire to Paradise is open daily.  During winter a gate at Longmire 

closes uphill traffic to Paradise each night.

STATE ROUTE 410/CHINOOK PASS – 107-mile SR 410, also called the “Stephen Mather Memorial Parkway,” includes the 

Chinook Scenic Byway. It begins at SR 167 in Sumner and travels southeast through the park to where it meets US 12 in 

Naches. Closes during the winter months due to snowfall.

FACT SHEET

http://visitrainier.com
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US HIGHWAY 12/WHITE PASS – approaching from the south side of Mount Rainier National Park. East from Morton, Randle 

and Packwood or west from Naches.  Close access to the Ohanapecosh area of the park.

CARBON RIVER ROAD – The Carbon River entrance is reached via the Carbon River road, off State Route 165.

STEVENS CANYON ROAD – A 19-mile road inside Mt. Rainier National Park running between Paradise to the southeastern 

entrance of Mt. Rainier National Park where it intersections with SR 123, Cayuse Pass. Closes seasonally during the winter 

months.

STATE ROUTE 123/CAYUSE PASS – Cayuse Pass connects to Chinook Pass and White Pass on the east side of Mount Rainier 

National Park. The Cayuse Pass summit is at the junction of State Routes 123 and 410. The 4,675-foot-high pass is about five 

miles west of the Chinook Pass summit. Closes during the winter months due to snowfall.

SUNRISE ROAD – Sunrise Road is accessed via SR 410. The 15 mile road to Sunrise opens by late June or early July through 

mid September.  In late September, the road to Sunrise closes nightly at the junction with White River Campground and 

reopens each morning as conditions permit. The entire road to Sunrise is closed for winter in mid-October or earlier with the 

first heavy snowfall.

MOWICH ROAD – The 16-mile Mowich Lake Road runs between the town of Carbonado and the Mowich Lake Campground 

inside Mt. Rainier National Park. The road is primarily gravel with some sections of difficult terrain. Road closes mid-October 

or with the first snowfall for the winter season.

HISTORICAL SNAPSHOT
Long before European explorers, Mt. Rainier was known as Talol, Takhoma, Tahoma and other names by Northwest 

American Indians who frequented it to gather wild huckleberries and hunt game.

Captain George Vancouver penned the name Mount Rainier after his friend, Rear Admiral Peter Rainier, upon observing the 

mountain on May 8, 1792.

One of the first recorded white explorers to Mt. Rainier was Dr. William Tolmie in 1833.

The first known successful summit climb was by Hazard Stevens and P.B. Van Trump in 1870.

James and Virinda Longmire built the first hotel on the mountain Longmire’s Mineral Springs Resort in 1890. That same year, 

Fay Fuller, a school teacher, was the first white woman to climb Rainier.

Mount Rainier National Park was the fifth park established in the system by an Act of Congress on March 2, 1899, under 

President McKinley.

PARKS, NATIONAL FOREST & WILDERNESS AREAS
Mount Rainier National Park, covering 235,612 acres, includes such well-known sites as Paradise, Sunrise at 6,400 feet, the 

highest point in the park accessible by car, Longmire, Ohanapecosh, Grove of the Patriarchs, Tipsoo Lake, 25 named glaciers, 

and wildflower carpeted sub-alpine meadows.

Bordering the national park are the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, Mt. Baker Snoqualmie National Forest and Wenatchee 

National Forest, as well as the Wilkeson, Norse Peak, Clearwater, William O. Douglas, Tatoosh and Glacier View wilderness 

areas. Goat Rocks Willderness borders both the Tatoosh and William O. Douglas wilderness areas.

FACT SHEET
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UNIQUE ATTRACTIONS
Trails for all ability levels – An established and well-maintained trail system within and outside the park offers varying levels 

of difficulty, diverse terrain and many scenic vistas. More renowned trails include the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail, 

which skirts the park’s east boundaries, and the Wonderland Trail, which circumnavigates Mt. Rainier. There are 240 miles of 

maintained trails within the park itself. A selection of hikes can be accessed at VISITRAINIER.COM.

MOUNT TAHOMA TRAILS ASSOCIATION HUT-TO-HUT TRAIL SYSTEM – The nation’s most extensive no-fee hut-to-hut system 

trail, offers 50 miles of trails, 20 of which are groomed, three huts and a yurt. Designed for use by cross-country skiers during 

the snowy months, the trail is enjoyed by mountain bikers and hikers during the rest of the year. The system is best accessed 

from Hwy. 706 — one mile west of Ashford.

CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN RESORT – The Mt. Rainier region boasts some of the best snow in the west with 350 inches of average 

annual snowfall on Crystal Mountain, the largest ski area in Washington. The new Mt. Rainier Gondola, is a scenic 10-minute 

ride to breathtaking views of Mt. Rainier and surrounding peaks. Washington’s highest restaurant, the Summit House, is 

located next to the gondola.

AREA LAKES & WATERWAYS – There are five major rivers the Carbon, White, Cowlitz, Nisqually and Puyallup which originate 

from Mt. Rainier and more than 100 waterfalls in the park alone.

FLORA & FAUNA VIEWING OPPORTUNITIES — With extensive wilderness lands, national forests and protected national park 

habitat, the Mt. Rainier region supports an abundance of wildlife. The Oak Creek Feeding Station in the Naches Ranger 

District (east of White Pass, near the intersection of Hwy. 12 and Hwy. 410) provide easy viewing of elk and mountain goats 

during feeding times in the winter months and other opportunities year round. On rocky slopes within and outside the 

national park, marmots can often be spotted. In all, fifty species of mammals make their homes in the park. Bird populations 

are plentiful with 130 species spotted within the park; abrupt elevation changes allow for observable vertical migrations. The 

environs also support a profusion of wildflowers in sub-alpine meadows.

NORTHWEST TREK WILDLIFE PARK –  Northwest Trek is a 725-acre wildlife park tucked away in the forest near Mt. Rainier. 

Here you can view over 200 North American animals along its beautiful, winding walking trails. The varied habitats of 

Northwest Trek create a scenic landscape with lakes, meadows, forests and streams. A fan favorite is the 55-minute tram 

tour of the 435 acre free-roaming area of the park. Spot animals grazing in fields, wandering in the forest, and possibly right 

outside your seat on the tram.  Zip Wild! at Northwest Trek offers five exhilarating zip line/challenge courses run through 

Northwest Trek’s breathtaking tree canopy.

MT. RAINIER RAILROAD & MUSEUM  – Passengers enjoy a steam train ride ride through the forest and across the glacial 

fed Upper Nisqually River to a museum located in Mineral, Washington. Exhibits at the museum offer a chance to explore a 

comprehensive collection of steam logging locomotives and discover the stories behind the men and women that pioneered 

life in railroad logging camps in the early to mid 1900’s.

PIONEER FARM MUSEUM & OHOP INDIAN VILLAGE – In Eatonville, Pioneer Farm is a “hands on” homestead built in 1887 

with a multitude of activities for adults and children, including overnight programs. The farm offers a tour where children 

can do the chores that pioneer children would have done in the log activity cabin including grinding grains, churning cream, 

scrubbing laundry, and carding wool.

FACT SHEET

http://visitrainier.com
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EXTREME RECREATION AND EVENTS
SUMMIT CLIMBS – Most frequently summit attempts are made from the southeast. Climbers cross the Ingraham glacier out of 

Camp Muir to Disappointment Cleaver to meet up with the Emmons Glacier. This technical climb requires excellent physical 

health and experience. Guides are recommended, especially for first time climbers. Attempts to summit are also made from 

the northeast, up the Emmons Glacier from Camp Shurman.

RAMROD – “Ride Around Mountain Rainier in One Day” offers a challenging 154-mile road bike ultra-marathon to a limited 

field of riders. The course features 10,000 feet of climbing.

CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN RESORT – Competitive ski and snowboard events are hosted each year at Crystal Mountain Resort.  

Dogs are welcome at Crystal Mountain Resort

WONDERLAND TRAIL – The Wonderland Trail Adventure (93 miles circumnavigating Mt. Rainier) is a serious trek to be 

considered only by skilled and trained individuals. The trail is a distinguishing feature of Mount Rainier National Park. 

Today’s hikers find the 93 mile Wonderland to be one of the best ways to explore Mount Rainier National Park. The trail 

passes through major life-zones of the park, from lowland forests to subalpine meadows of wildflowers. Passing swift rivers, 

the trail leads to commanding views of Mt. Rainier cloaked in icy glaciers. As the trail circles the mountain, hikers witness the 

varied faces of Mt. Rainier, carved by 25 named glaciers.

OTHER KEY REGIONAL EVENTS

WINTER CARNIVAL — White Pass, March

SUNRISE SERVICE ON EASTER SUNDAY MORNING — Crystal Mountain, March or April

MOUNTAIN FESTIVAL — Packwood, May

PACIFIC NORTHWEST SCOTTISH HIGHLAND GAMES AND CLAN GATHERING — Enumclaw, July

LOGGERS’ JUBILEE — Morton, August

MOUNTAIN COMMUNITIES IN THE RAINIER REGION
ASHFORD, located six miles from the Nisqually entrance to Mount Rainier National Park on Hwy. 706, is a mountain 

community and base camp for climbing Mt. Rainier with outfitters, shops, restaurants and many lodging options, as well as 

host to several family-friendly events and celebrations.

CARBONADO – Carbonado was a company boom town in the Carbon River Valley when growing towns such as Tacoma 

and Seattle were being settled. Many of the houses originally built by company builders still line main street. Today the 

population of about 600 enjoy the rural character and remote location on Hwy 165 near the Carbon River Entrance of Mt. 

Rainier National Park.

CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN – The Mt. Rainier region boasts some of the best snow in the west with 350 inches of average annual 

snowfall on Crystal Mountain, the largest ski area in Washington. During the summer, miles of hiking and biking trails and 

guided horseback rides showcase the best this area has to offer in a relaxing, safe atmosphere. An 18-hole disc golf course 

spans the mountain top-to-bottom, and frequent weekend events bring live music to the hillsides. The  Mt. Rainier Gondola, 

is a scenic 10-minute ride to breathtaking views of Mt. Rainier and surrounding peaks. Washington’s highest restaurant, the 

Summit House, is located next to the gondola.

FACT SHEET
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ELBE, located on Hwy. 7 is home to the popular Mt. Rainier Railroad & Museum and legendary “scale burgers.”  The Mt. 

Rainier Railroad & Museum offers excursions as tour trains depart Elbe and pass through forest and meadows, next to clear 

mountain streams and over tall wooden trestles before arriving at the Mineral Logging Museum. Passengers explore the 

exhibits and the will see the most comprehensive collection of steam powered logging locomotives in North America before 

taking the return trip back to the Elbe depot. Elbe is also home to the Elbe Church, placed on the National Registry of Historic 

Places and offers day retreats and weddings for small groups of no more than 43 people.

ENUMCLAW is an ideal basecamp for fun in the mountains.  Area lakes and streams provide lucrative fishing opportunities, 

while miles of nearby hiking trails delight backpackers and campers. A wide variety of independently owned restaurants and 

shops can be found downtown.  The area also offers U-cut tree and U-pick berry farms. Enumclaw offers events throughout 

the year including the Mutual of Enumclaw Stage Race in May and the Scottish Highland Games held each July. Less than an 

hour from Seattle, Enumclaw is a year-round destination. 

GREENWATER  is located west of Crystal Mountain on State Route 410. This small, eclectic town lies in a densely forested area 

surrounded by designated wilderness areas including Norse Peak, Clearwater, Mount Rainier, William O. Douglas, Tatoosh 

and the Glacier View Wilderness areas. Look for family owned and operated eateries, espresso shops and Wapiti Woolies, 

which is well-known for their hand-crafted hats.

WILKESON –  A trip to this community offers visitors a rare opportunity to take an authentic step back in time to the rich 

heritage and culture of the 19th century Pacific Northwest. Once known as the roughest mining town west of Butte, 

Montana, Wilkeson offers attractions including a look at the historic Wilkeson Elementary School, the coke ovens and the 

Wilkeson Sandstone Quarry.

RESOURCES
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, U.S. GEOGRAPHICAL SURVEY

WIKIPEDIA

MEDIA CONTACT:
Julie Johnson

Public Relations for Visit Rainier

(253) 347-1414

Email: JULIEJOHNSON@VISITRAINIER.COM

FACT SHEET
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Getting one’s arms around Mt. Rainier can be a challenge. Not only are there some 2,800 square miles of ground to cover 

but there are also a myriad of attractions and recreational opportunities. In order to help visitors better navigate ‘The 

Mountain,’ Visit Rainier has launched a comprehensive website visitrainier.com, which is maintained by working closely with 

the National Park Service and area visitor information centers to make planning a day trip, weekend getaway or multi-week 

vacation easier.

FEATURES OF THE VISIT RAINIER (VISITRAINIER.COM) WEBSITE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:
Online lodging availability;

Detailed activities (including hiking), lodging, dining and shopping information;

Trip planning information;

News and events;

Maps and driving directions;

Mailing list sign up;

Press releases.

Visit Rainier also provides trip-planning services at 877.270.7155 or by e-mailing INFO@VISITRAINIER.COM.

Visitor information centers are located in gateway communities to the National Park and within the park itself as follows:

VISITOR INFORMATION CENTERS OUTSIDE THE PARK

MOUNT RAINIER VISITOR CENTER AT ASHFORD | WHITTAKER MOUNTAINEERING

30027 SE 706 E, 

Ashford, WA 98304

(877) 617-9950

SILVER CREEK GUARD STATION

69211 SR 410 E

Enumclaw, WA  9802

(360) 663-2284

Open only in the summer

ENUMCLAW CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

1421 Cole St.

Enumclaw, WA 98022

(425) 652-0359

NAVIGATING MT.  RAINIER
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VISITOR INFORMATION CENTERS INSIDE THE PARK

LONGMIRE MUSEUM VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER | INFO

Near the Nisqually entrance to the park

(360) 569-6046

HENRY M. JACKSON MEMORIAL VISITOR CENTER AT PARADISE | INFO

(360) 569-6036

OHANAPECOSH VISITOR CENTER | INFO

(360) 569-6046

SUNRISE VISITOR CENTER | INFO

(360) 663-2425

WILDERNESS AND CLIMBING INFORMATION CENTERS:

LONGMIRE WILDERNESS INFORMATION CENTER | INFO

(360) 560-2211, ext. 4453

CARBON RIVER RANGER STATION | INFO

(360) 829-9639 Call for hours

PARADISE GUIDE HOUSE / CLIMBING INFORMATION CENTER | INFO

(360) 569-6009

WHITE RIVER WILDERNESS INFORMATION CENTER | INFO

(360) 569-6030

For the most current park information, please visit:  

WWW.NPS.GOV/MORA/PLANYOURVISIT/HOURS.HTM

NAVIGATING MT.  RAINIER
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THE NORTHWEST’S FAVORITE RECREATIONAL PLAYGROUND

MT. RAINIER, WA – An increased interest in Mt. Rainier’s recreational offerings as well as renewed appreciation of this 

national treasure is making 2016 the year to visit this iconic mountain.

Visitors to the region can create many different vacation experiences combining leisurely sightseeing with hiking or more 

extreme adventures such as intense guided climbs to Mt. Rainier’s 14,410-foot summit and multi-day treks on its Wonderland 

Trail. Some of the finest cross-country and downhill skiing in the Pacific Northwest, snowboarding, snowshoeing and 

sledding draw people to snow-covered slopes from November through April. Snow enthusiasts can play even longer at 

Crystal Mountain  Resort thanks to the Mt. Rainier Gondola, installed in 2011. 

In the summer, broad mountain meadows are blanketed in wildflowers, reflections of snowy mountain peaks can be seen in 

crystal clear lakes, moss-laden old growth forests come to life with play-of-light, bird song and the babble of streams.  

Other memorable options include rides onboard the Mt. Rainier Railroad & Museum, horseback adventures, the 715-acre 

Northwest Trek Wildlife Park, and visits to interpretive centers within the national park. 

Wildlife viewing is popular year round. Deer and elk can often be seen grazing along the roadsides. Marmots are spotted 

scampering on sub-alpine slopes and mountain goats high on rock outcroppings. Other small mammals and hundreds of 

species of birds also inhabit the area’s varied ecosystems. 

Overnight guests can choose from a range of lodging and dining options including the Mount Rainier National Park’s 

two historic inns, one at Paradise and the other at Longmire. Mountain vacation homes, cozy cabins, inns, lodges, and 

rejuvenating spas can be found in surrounding mountain communities inclusding Ashford, Carbonado, Crystal Mountain, 

Enumclaw and Greenwater.

On weekends during the summer, visitors to the Sunrise/Greenwater area can enjoy spectacular views at an elevation of 

6,872 feet while dining at Crystal Mountain’s Summit House Restaurant. Other favorite restaurants include the Alpine Inn 

Restaurant at Crystal Mountain, Alexander’s Lodge and Copper Creek Restaurant, both in Ashford, as well as the dining 

rooms at the historic inns within the national park. 

Mt. Rainier — the Northwest’s signature natural icon — was preserved by the creation of Mount Rainier National Park in 

1899, a short ten years after Washington received statehood. It is one of the country’s first five national parks. The Mt. Rainier 

region encompasses some 2,800 square miles including the Park, the mountain communities of Ashford, Carbonado,  

Crystal Mountain, Elbe, Enumclaw, Greenwater and Wilkeson.

For vacation planning, itinerary building, lodging reservations, weather and road conditions, festival/event and destination 

information and last-minute lodging deals, visit VISITRAINIER.COM.

NAVIGATING MT.  RAINIER
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